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Recommendations to Enhance Care at St. Joseph’s West 5th Campus 
 

HAMILTON, ON, May 10, 2013– Following the tragic death of Michael Brewer at its West 5th campus,  
St. Joseph’s Healthcare Hamilton conducted comprehensive internal and external reviews to identify any 
opportunities for enhancement or improvements in policies, practices and processes. These 
recommendations were released at a press conference today, where it was also announced that there will 
not be a public inquest into the incident.   
 
“We want to, first and foremost, express our sincere condolences to the Brewer family,” said Dr. David 

Higgins, President of SJHH. “We have committed to them that we will honor the recommendations coming 

from these reviews, in the interest of enhancing the care we provide at the West 5th Campus. Our thoughts 

remain with both families affected by this tragic event.” 

The internal and external reviews conducted following Mr. Brewer’s death did not identify any risks or gaps 

that pose an ongoing, imminent risk to staff, patient or visitor safety. Based on these comprehensive 

assessments, it was determined that the death of Michael Brewer was a tragic, unpredictable event that 

could not have been prevented.  

“We appreciate the Coroner’s thoughtful review of our recommendations, and respect his opinion that an 

inquest would not serve the public interest in better understanding this event,” said Dr. Higgins. 

Although the reviews determined that the hospital’s risk assessment and management practices meet or are 

above the accepted level of practice in peer forensic programs across the province, St. Joe’s will work to 

implement eleven recommendations to ensure every possible effort is made to achieve the safest and most 

effective environment for care. 

“We are committed to driving forward our vision to deliver transformational mental health and addiction 

care to our patients and community,” adds Dr. Higgins. 

For a list of the recommendations, please visit: www.stjoes.ca  

St. Joseph’s Healthcare Hamilton is the regional leader in providing care for those living with mental illness 

and addiction, and is committed to eradicating stigma and promoting the fullest recovery for every person. 

Its excellence is based on quality of care provided to its patients, staff expertise, the innovative nature of its 

programs and the pioneering quality of its research. 
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For more information, please contact:  

Victoria Raab, Director, Public Affairs 

St. Joseph’s Healthcare Hamilton 

905-522-1155 ext. 33549 

vraab@stjoes.ca 

http://www.stjoes.ca/

