
 

 

 
 

Join us as we celebrate survivors of lung cancer 

 
Tuesday, January 8, 2013 (Hamilton, Ontario) – Media are invited to join patients, 

families and staff of the Lung Diagnostic Assessment Program (LDAP) at St. Joseph’s 

Healthcare Hamilton  on January 11th, as we celebrate and honour individuals at 

Celebrate Life: A New Year’s Gathering.  

 

This 2nd annual event will be held to honour those who have been diagnosed with lung 

cancer (this includes cancer that has spread to the lungs) and undergone surgery to 

lengthen their life and/or cure their cancer while also aiming to eradicate the stigma so 

often associated with lung cancer diagnoses. 

 

Many lung cancer patients admit that they feel stigmatized because the disease is so 

strongly associated with smoking. Although a significant percentage of lung cancer 

diagnoses are related to tobacco use, approximately 15% of those individuals 

diagnosed with lung cancer have never smoked in their lives. 

 

Lung cancer remains the leading cause of death in Ontario and accounts for nearly 

one quarter of all cancer deaths in the province. According to the Canadian Cancer 

Society, an estimated 6,800 people will die of lung cancer in 2012. In Ontario, that 

includes nearly 1,900 of the 4,400 men diagnosed with lung cancer and a staggering 

3,200 of the 4,100 women diagnosed.  

 

Notable statistics about LDAP: 

 Lung Diagnostic Assessment Program is run collaboratively through both  

St. Joseph’s Healthcare Hamilton and Niagara Health System. 

 In 2012, the Lung Diagnostic Assessment Program saw a total of 861 referrals at 

the St. Joe’s site and 384 at Niagara.  

 Of the 1245 patients referred, 52 percent were male, and 48 percent female.  

 Between the two sites, 373 cancer surgeries were performed last year. 

 LDAP has the highest positive cancer diagnosis rate in all of Ontario. 

 

Who:   Dr. Yaron Shargall, Head of Thoracic Surgery, 

  St. Joseph’s Healthcare Hamilton 

 

Dr. Janice Giesbrecht, Medical Director,  

Niagara Health System Oncology Program 

 

  Dr. Kevin Smith, President & CEO 

  St. Joseph’s Health System 

 

  Survivors of Lung Cancer 



 

What:    A celebration event to honour those diagnosed with lung cancer. 

 

When:  Friday, January 11, 2013 

1 p.m. to 3 p.m. (Registration at 1pm, Program begins at 1:30pm) 

 

Where:    Frank Charles Miller Amphitheatre 

2nd Floor, Juravinski Innovation Tower, Charlton Campus 

St. Joseph’s Healthcare Hamilton 

50 Charlton Avenue East 

 

*Interviews can be arranged on-site and post-event. 
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Media Contact:  

Karen DeBreau 

Internal Communications Coordinator, Public Affairs Department 

St. Joseph’s Healthcare Hamilton 

905.522.1155, ext. 33423 or kdebreau@stjoes.ca 
 

or 

 

Lindsay Whelan 

Public Relations Assistant, Public Affairs Department 

St. Joseph’s Healthcare Hamilton 

905.522.1155, ext 33156 or lwhelan@stjoes.ca 
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